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fight the revolutionary elements singlehanded." He hoped there
might be success in " re-establishing respect for the Church, re-
spect for the law, and unquestioning obedience to the crown."
At a dinner given to the Estates of the province of Brandenburg
in 1890, he said: "The spirit of disobedience is abroad in the
country. It uses an ocean of printer's ink and paper to obscure
paths that are and ought to be clear to anybody who knows me
and my principles.1' At Munich, in a visitor's album, he wrote:
Suprema kx rcgis voluntas csto (Let the King's will be highest
law). , . To the recruits who had taken the military oath at
Potsdam in November, 1891, he made an address regarding
their duty in case of outbreak, in which he is reported to have
said: " You are now my soldiers, you have given yourselves to
me body and soul. There is now but one enemy for you, and
that is my enemy. In these times of socialist intrigues it may
happen that I shall order you to fire on your brothers and fathers.
God save us from it! But in such a case you arc bound to obey
me without a murmur."

Meanwhile he intervened personally in special questions. He
called an international conference to consider labour legislation,
He took part in a school conference called to discuss a reform
of secondary education, and expressed the opinion that more
time ought to be given to modern subjects. He even sketched
a plan for instruction in history which should begin with the
events of our own time. . .

At the beginning of his reign he allowed Bismarck to govern,
But soon the change of sovereign brought a change in parties,
and presently a change in the* ministry.

The Conservative party, being in sympathy with the religious
views of the Emperor, drew away from the alliance with the
National Liberals, who were suspected of indifference to religion,
The breach began in Prussia over a bill for making -the primary
schools free. The Conservatives joined the Catholics in oppos-
ing the bill, and defeated it (1888). Then the Krcuxzeitung, tlu
organ of the Conservatives, openly attacked the Cartel as " anti-
Christian," as a union of the " gold of Conservative principle witt
the baser metal of liberalism."

The Conservatives had as chiefs two leaders of the new con-
servative socialistic movement: Wagner,the economist represent-
ing state socialism; and Stoecker, the court preacher, founder o
the " Christian Socialists." This party, started in 1878 as a
workingman's party, announced that it "placed itself on the